
 

CANADIAN KENNEL CLUB  •  AZAWAKH 

 
GROUP II: HOUNDS 

 

AZAWAKH RECOGNIZED: 2024 
 

�īĞĐƟǀĞ͗�:ƵůǇ�ϮϬϭϵ 
 
The breed standard outlines the ŝĚĞĂů�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ͕�ƚĞŵƉĞƌĂŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƉƉĞĂƌĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�Ă�ďƌĞĞĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶƐƵƌĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ă�ĚŽŐ�ĐĂŶ�ĐĂƌƌǇ�ŽƵƚ�
ŝƚƐ�ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ͘��ƌĞĞĚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ũƵĚŐĞƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ŵŝŶĚĨƵů�ƚŽ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƟǌĞ�ĚŽŐƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽƵŶĚ�ŝŶ�ďŽƚŚ�ŵŝŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�ďŽdy. 
 
ORIGIN & PURPOSE 
EŽƌƚŚĞƌŶ�ďŽƌĚĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�DĂůŝ�ĂŶĚ�EŝŐĞƌ͖�ƚŚĞ�ƐůŽƉĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ǌĂǁĂŬŚ�sĂůůĞǇ 

It is an African sighthound descending from the types pictured in the wall paintings of the Central Sahara͕ which 
date back thousands of years. The ever-ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐ�ĂƌŝĚŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�^ĂŚĂƌĂ�ĐĂƵƐĞĚ�dƵĂƌĞŐ͕��ĂŚŽƵƐƐĂŚĂƋ�ĂŶĚ�WĞƵů�
shepherd-hunters to migrate with their dogs to the more hospitable lands of the Sahel: in areas suitable for 
farming and hunting along the dry valley of the Azawakh. Belonging to the culture of peoples who domesticated 
ĂŶĚ� ƐŚĂƉĞĚ� ŝƚ͕� ŝƚ� ŝƐ� ŬŶŽǁŶ� ĂƐ�KƐŬĂ� ŝŶ� ƚŚĞ� dƵĂƌĞŐ� ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ͘� �ƵƌŽƉĞĂŶ� ĞŶƚhusiasts discovered the breed with 
ĂĚŵŝƌĂƚŝŽŶ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŚĞůƉ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ďƌĞĞĚĞƌƐ�ǁŚŽ�ŽǁŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŝƌƐƚ�ůŝŶĞƐ�ĞǆƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƚŽ��ƵƌŽƉĞ͕�ĂƐ�ŽĨ�ϭϵϲϴ͘ 

^ŝŐŚƚŚŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚƵŶƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŐĂŵĞ�;ŐĂǌĞůůĞƐ͕�ŚĂƌĞƐ͕�ŽƐƚƌŝĐŚĞƐͿ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŝŐŚƚƐ�ŽĨĨ�ƉƌĞĚĂƚŽƌƐ�;ŚǇĞŶĂƐ͕�ũĂĐŬĂůƐ͕�ůŝŽŶƐͿ͘�dŚŝƐ�
dog is an important companion for the family life of the nomads and shares their camp life. 
 
GENERAL APPEARANCE 
WĂƌƚŝĐƵůĂƌůǇ�Ɛůŝŵ�ĂŶĚ�ĞůĞŐĂŶƚ͕�ƚŚĞ��ǌĂǁĂŬŚ�ŐŝǀĞƐ�Ă�ŐĞŶĞƌĂů�impression of great slenderness. Its bone structure and 
muscles show through thin and dry skin. It is a slender dog whose body fits into a rectangle with a vertical long 
side. 
 
TEMPERAMENT 
YƵŝĐŬ͕�ĂƚƚĞŶƚŝǀĞ͕�ĚŝƐƚĂŶƚ͕�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƌĞƐĞƌǀĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƚƌĂŶŐĞƌƐ͕�ďƵƚ�ŝƚ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ŐĞŶƚůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĨĨĞĐƚŝŽŶĂƚĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝƚƐ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ĂŶĚ�
people whom it is willing to accept. 
 
SIZE 
Height at the withers: �ŽŐƐ͕�ϲϰ�ƚŽ�ϳϰ�Đŵ�;Ϯϱ�ƚŽ�Ϯϵ�ŝŶͿ͖�ďŝƚĐŚĞƐ͕�ϲϬ�ƚŽ�ϳϬ�Đŵ�;Ϯϯ͘ϱ�ƚŽ�Ϯϳ͘ϱ�ŝŶͿ 
A margin of 2 cm (0.75 in) above and below the standard is tolerated. 
Weight: �ŽŐƐ͕�ϮϬ�ƚŽ�Ϯϱ�ŬŐ�;ϰϰ�ƚŽ�ϱϱ�ůďͿ͖�ďŝƚĐŚĞƐ͕�ϭϱ�ƚŽ�ϮϬ�ŬŐ�;ϯϯ�ƚŽ�ϰϰ�ůďͿ 
/ŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ� ƉƌŽƉŽƌƚŝŽŶƐ͗ Height at the withers/scapulo-ischial length͕� 10:9 (a ratio slightly lower in bitches is 
allowed); Height at the withers/depth of chest͕ 10:4. Length of head/length of muzzle͕ 10:5. Head length/width 
of skull͕ 10:4. 
 
COAT 
Hair: ^ŚŽƌƚ͕�ĨŝŶĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĚŽǁŶ�ƚŽ�ŶŽŶĞ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďĞůůǇ͘�Skin: Thin and tight-fitting. 
 
COLOUR 
&ĂǁŶ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�Žƌ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ďƌŝŶĚůĞƐ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ǁŚŝƚĞ�ƉĂƚĐŚŝŶŐ� ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆƚƌĞŵŝƚŝĞƐ͘��ůů�ƐŚĂĚĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�perŵŝƚƚĞĚ͕�ĐůĞĂƌ�
sand to dark fawn (mahogany). Brindles should be black as excluding any other shade. The muzzle can present a 
black mask. 
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tŚŝƚĞ�ƉĂƚĐŚŝŶŐ͗ dŚĞ�ďůĂǌĞ�ŝƐ�ǀĞƌǇ�ŝŶĐŽŶƐƚĂŶƚ͘�KŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƌĞĐŚĞƐƚ͕�ǁŚŝƚĞ�ŵĂǇ�ďĞ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ĂƐ�ǁŚŝƚĞ�ƉĂƚĐŚĞƐ͕�ŵŽƌĞ�Žƌ�
ůĞƐƐ�ĞǆƚĞŶƐŝǀĞůǇ͕�ĐŽŶĨŝŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĐŬ͘�dŚĞ�ďŝď�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ŶŽƚ�ĞǆƚĞŶĚ�ƉĂƐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽŝŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŚŽƵůĚĞƌ�Žƌ�ŐŽ�
up on each side of the neck. A small white spŽƚ� ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� ŶĂƉĞ�ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ŶĞĐŬ͕�ŽĨ� ƌĞĚƵĐĞĚ� ƐŝǌĞ͕� ŝƐ� ƚŽůĞƌĂƚĞĚ͘��Ɛ� Ă�
ĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƌĞĐŚĞƐƚ͕�ǁŚŝƚĞ�ƐƉŽƚƐ�ĐĂŶ�ĂƉƉĞĂƌ�ďĞůŽǁ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĞƐƚ͕�ďƵƚ�ŵƵƐƚ�ŶŽƚ�ŝŶ�ĂŶǇ�ĐĂƐĞ�ŐŽ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝďƐ͘ 

�ĂĐŚ� ŽĨ� ƚŚĞ� ĨŽƵƌ� ůŝŵďƐ� ŚĂƐ� Ă� ǁŚŝƚĞ� ƐƚŽĐŬŝŶŐ͕� Ăƚ� ůĞĂƐƚ� ĂƐ� Ă� ƚƌĂĐĞ� ŽŶ� ƚŚĞ� ĨĞĞƚ͘� KŶ� Ă� subject having excellent 
ŵŽƌƉŚŽůŽŐǇ͕�ƚŚĞ�ůĂĐŬ�ŽĨ�ǁŚŝƚĞ�ŽŶ�ŽŶĞ�ůŝŵď�ŝƐ�ĂůůŽǁĞĚ͘�dŚĞ�ǁŚŝƚĞ�ŵĂƌŬƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƌĞƋƵĂƌƚĞƌƐ͕�ŽĨƚĞŶ�ŝƌƌĞŐƵůĂƌ͕�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�
ŶŽƚ�ĞǆƚĞŶĚ�ďĞǇŽŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞůďŽǁƐ͕�Žƌ�ĞŶĐƌŽĂĐŚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŚŽƵůĚĞƌƐ͘�dŚĞ�ǁŚŝƚĞ�ŵĂƌŬƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŝŶĚƋƵĂƌƚĞƌƐ͕�ŽĨƚĞŶ�ŵŽƌĞ�
regular ĂŶĚ�ůĞƐƐ�ŝŶǀĂƐŝǀĞ͕�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ŶŽƚ�ŐŽ�ƵƉ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚŝŐŚ͘�tŚŝƚĞ�ŵĂƌŬƐ�ĂƉƉĞĂƌŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶŶĞƌ�ƐŝĚĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŚŝŐŚ͕�
ŚŽǁĞǀĞƌ͕�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ŶŽƚ�ďĞ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ�Ă�ĨĂƵůƚ͘ 
 
HEAD 
>ŽŶŐ͕�ĨŝŶĞ͕�ůĞĂŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŚŝƐĞlůĞĚ͕�ƌĂƚŚĞƌ�ŶĂƌƌŽǁ͕�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĞǆĐĞƐƐ͘�Skull: �ůŵŽƐƚ�ĨůĂƚ͕�ƌĂƚŚĞƌ�ůŽŶŐ͕�ŝƚƐ�ǁŝĚƚŚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
significantly less than half the length of the head. The line of the skull and the bridge of the muzzle are sometimes 
slightly divergent. The superciliary ridges and the frontal furrow are slightly marked. The external occipital 
protuberance is clearly pronounced. Stop: sĞƌǇ�ƐůŝŐŚƚůǇ�ŵĂƌŬĞĚ͘�Nose: Black or dark-brown colour is obligatory; 
the nostrils are well opened. Muzzle: >ŽŶŐ͕�ƐƚƌĂŝŐŚƚ͕�ƚapered without exaggeration towards the end. Lips: This lips 
ƚŝŐŚƚůǇ�ĨŝƚƚŝŶŐ͕�ĐŽůŽƵƌ�ŝƐ�ďůĂĐŬ�Žƌ�ĚĂƌŬ�ďƌŽǁŶ͕�ŶŽ�ŚĂŶŐŝŶŐ�ůŝƉƐ͘�Jaws/teeth: Jaws are long and strong; scissors bite. 
Compete set of teeth. Cheeks: Flat. Eyes: �ůŵŽŶĚ�ĞǇĞƐ͕�ƌĂƚŚĞƌ�ůĂƌŐĞ͕�ƐůŝŐŚƚůǇ�ŽďůŝƋƵĞ�ƉĂůƉĞďƌĂů�ŽƉĞŶŝŶŐ͕�ĐŽůŽƵƌ�ŝƐ�
ĚĂƌŬ͕�ƐŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐ�ĂŵďĞƌ͕�ŶĞǀĞƌ�ďůƵĞ͘��ǇĞ�ƌŝŵƐ�ǁĞůů�ďůĂĐŬ�Žƌ�ĚĂƌŬ�ďƌŽǁŶ�ƉŝŐŵĞŶƚĞĚ͘�Ears: Set quite high. They are 
ĨŝŶĞ͕�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�ĚƌŽŽƉŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨůĂƚ͕�ďƌŽĂĚ�ďĂƐĞĚ͕�ůŝĞ�ĨůĂƚ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĞĞŬƐ͕�ŶĞǀĞƌ�͞ƌŽƐĞ�ĞĂƌ.͟�dŚĞ�ƐŚĂƉĞ�ŝƐ�ƚŚat of a 
triangle with a rounded tip. The base of the ears pricks up when the sighthound is attentive. 
 
NECK 
EĞĐŬ�ƐƉƌŝŶŐŝŶŐ�ĐůĞĂƌůǇ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŚŽƵůĚĞƌƐ͕�ůŽŶŐ͕�ĨŝŶĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŵƵƐĐƵůĂƌ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ƵƉƉĞƌ�ĞŶĚ�ƐůŝŐŚƚůǇ�ĂƌĐŚĞĚ͘�dŚĞ�ƐŬŝŶ�ŝƐ�ĨŝŶĞ�
and does not form a dewlap. 
 
FOREQUARTERS 
General appearance: >ŽŶŐ͕�ƚŚŝŶ͕� ůĞĂŶ͕�ǀĞƌƚŝĐĂů͘�WĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ƐƚĂŶĚ͘�Shoulder: >ŽŶŐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚĞƌ�ďůĂĚĞ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ĚƌǇ�ŵƵƐĐůĞƐ�
and only slightly oblique viewed in profile. Upper arm: The scapula-humeral angle is very open (about 130°). 
Pastern: Slightly oblique. Forefeet: RŽƵŶĚĞĚ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐůĞŶĚĞƌ�ĚŝŐŝƚƐ͕�ƚŝŐŚƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁĞůů�ĂƌĐŚĞĚ͘�dŚĞ�ƉĂĚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƉŝŐŵĞŶƚĞĚ͘ 
 
BODY 
Topline: ^ƚƌĂŝŐŚƚ͕�ĂƉƉƌŽǆŝŵĂƚĞůǇ�ŚŽƌŝǌŽŶƚĂů�Žƌ�ƐůŝŐŚƚůǇ�ƌŝƐŝŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŝƚŚĞƌƐ�ƚŽǁĂƌĚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽŝŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŝƉƐ͘�,ŝƉƐ�
clearly protruding and placed at the same height or higher than the height of the withers. Withers: Distinctively 
prominent. Loin: Short and dry. Croup: Oblique (ideally 45°). Chest: �ĞĞƉ͕�ǁĞůů� ůĞƚ�ĚŽǁŶ�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞůďŽǁƐ͕�
ƐƚĞƌŶĂů� ƌĞŐŝŽŶ� ŐĞŶƚůǇ� ŶĂƌƌŽǁŝŶŐ͘� &Žƌ� ĐŚĞƐƚ� ĨĂŝƌůǇ� ŶĂƌƌŽǁ͘� ZŝďƐ� ůŽŶŐ͕� ƐůŝŐŚƚůǇ� ǀŝƐŝďůĞ� ŐĞŶƚůǇ� ĂŶĚ� ĞǀĞŶ� ƐƉƌƵŶŐ͘�
Underline and belly: The sternal arch is pronounced. The underline rises smoothly into the belly͕ which is tucked 
up very highly. 
 
HINDQUARTERS 
General appearance: >ŽŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞĂŶ�ůĞŐƐ͕�ǀŝĞǁĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ďĞŚŝŶĚ͕�ƉĞƌĨĞĐƚůǇ�ƉĂƌĂůůĞů͘�Thigh: Long with dry protruding 
muscles. Coxo-femoral angle is very open (about 130°). Stifle: Femoro-tibial angle is very open (about 145°). Rear 
pastern: dĂƌƐƵƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĞƚĂƚĂƌƐƵƐ�ůĞĂŶ͕�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĚĞǁĐůĂǁƐ͘�Hind feet: ZŽƵŶĚĞĚ͕�ƚŽĞƐ�ǁĞůů�ĂƌĐŚĞĚ͕�ƉĂĚƐ�ƉŝŐŵĞŶƚĞĚ͘ 
 
TAIL 
^Ğƚ�ůŽǁ͕�ůŽŶŐ͕�ƚŚŝŶ͕�ůĞĂŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚĂƉĞƌĞĚ͘��ŽǀĞƌĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ƚǇƉĞ�ŽĨ�ŚĂŝƌ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽĚǇ͕�ŝƚ�ŽĨƚĞŶ�ŚĂƐ�Ă�ǁŚŝƚĞ�ƉĞŶĐŝů�
ŚĂŝƌ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚ͘�dŚĞ�ƚĂŝů�ŚĂŶŐƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŝƉ�ƐůŝŐŚƚůǇ�ƌĂŝƐĞĚ͕�ďƵƚ�ŝƚ�ĐĂŶ�ƌŝƐĞ�ĂďŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŽƌŝǌŽŶƚĂů�ǁŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽŐ�ŝƐ�
excited. 
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GAIT 
Always very supple and with high action when walking and trotting. The gallop is springy. The Azawakh gives an 
ŝŵƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ůŝŐŚƚŶĞƐƐ͕�ĞǀĞŶ�ĞůĂƐƚŝĐŝƚǇ͘�dŚĞ�ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ĞƐƐĞŶƚŝĂů�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƚŝĐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�breed. 
 
FAULTS 
�ŶǇ�ĚĞƉĂƌƚƵƌĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĨŽƌĞŵĞŶƟŽŶĞĚ�ŝĚĞĂůƐ�ƐŚĂůů�ďĞ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ�ĨĂƵůƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞŐƌĞĞ�ŝŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŝƚ�ŝŶƚĞƌĨĞƌĞƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�
the health and well-ďĞŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ďƌĞĞĚ͛Ɛ�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ͘ 

Severe Faults 
x Head heavy͕ lacking elegance 
x dĂŝů�ƚŚŝĐŬ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂŝƌǇ͕�ǀĞƌǇ�ĐƵƌůĞĚ�ƚĂŝů 
x Body too long 
x Level bite 

 
DISQUALIFICATIONS 
x Aggressive or overly shy dogs 
x Any dog clearly showing physical or behavioural abnormalities 
x Lack of type 
x Overly small chest and extreme general thinness 
x Underbite or overbite 
x EŽƐĞ͕�ĞǇĞůŝĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ůŝƉƐ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ďůĂĐŬ�Žƌ�ĚĂƌŬ�ďƌŽǁŶ 
x Light eyes or blue eyes 
x Rose ears 
x Hips lower than withers 
x Non-ĂĐĐŝĚĞŶƚĂů�ĂŶĂƚŽŵŝĐĂů�ĚĞĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ�;Ğ͘Ő͕͘�ĂƐǇŵŵĞƚƌŝĐĂů�ũƵŶĐƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝďƐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĞƌŶƵŵͿ 
x Presence of dewclaws or traces of removal of dewclaws on hind legs 
x Wired or semi-long coat 
x Non-ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ�ĐŽĂƚ�ĐŽůŽƵƌƐ�;ŝŶǀĂƐŝǀĞ�ǁŚŝƚĞ͕�ǁŚŝƚĞ�ĐŽůůĂƌ͕�ďƌŝŶĚůĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ďůĂĐŬͿ͘��ĞǁĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ĚŝůƵƚĞĚ�ĐŽůŽƵƌƐ�

ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ďůƵĞ͕�ůŝůĂĐ͘ 
x Every dog that shows traces of a surgical intervention meant to correct or repair an esthetical or 

morphological fault will be excluded. 
x Size deviating more than 3 cm (1.25 in) from the standard 
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