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GROUP VI: NON-SPORTING DOGS 

 

JAPANESE AKITA RECOGNIZED: ϮϬϮϰ 
 

�īĞĐƟǀĞ͗�:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ�ϮϬϮϬ 
 
dŚĞ�ďƌĞĞĚ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚ�ŽƵƚůŝŶĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŝĚĞĂů�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ͕�ƚĞŵƉĞƌĂŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƉƉĞĂƌĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�Ă�ďƌĞĞĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĞŶƐƵƌĞƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ă�ĚŽŐ�ĐĂŶ�ĐĂƌƌy out 
ŝƚƐ�ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ͘��ƌĞĞĚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ũƵĚŐĞƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ŵŝŶĚĨƵů�ƚŽ�ƉƌŝŽƌŝƟǌĞ�ĚŽŐƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂƌĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽƵŶĚ�ŝŶ�ďŽƚŚ�ŵŝŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�ďŽdy. 
 
ORIGIN & PURPOSE 
KƌŝŐŝŶĂůůǇ�:ĂƉĂŶĞƐĞ�ĚŽŐƐ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƐŵĂůů�ƚŽ�ŵĞĚŝƵŵ�ŝŶ�ƐŝǌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽ�ůĂƌŐĞ�ďƌĞĞĚƐ�ĞǆŝƐƚĞĚ͘�^ŝŶĐĞ�ϭϲϬϯ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ŬŝƚĂ�ƌĞŐŝŽŶ͕�
Akita Matagis (medium-sized bear-ŚƵŶƚŝŶŐ� ĚŽŐƐͿ�ǁĞƌĞ� ƵƐĞĚ� ĂƐ� ĨŝŐŚƚŝŶŐ� ĚŽŐƐ͘� &ƌŽŵ�ϭϴϲϴ, Akita Matagis were 
ĐƌŽƐƐĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�dŽƐĂƐ�ĂŶĚ�DĂƐƚŝĨĨƐ͘��ŽŶƐĞƋƵĞŶƚůǇ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝǌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ďƌĞĞĚ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞĚ�ďƵƚ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƚŝĐƐ�ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�
^Ɖŝƚǌ�ƚǇƉĞ�ǁĞƌĞ�ůŽƐƚ͘ 

/Ŷ�ϭϵϬϴ, dog fighting was prohibited, but this breed was nevertheless preserved and improved as a large Japanese 
breed. As a result, in 1931, ŶŝŶĞ�ƐƵƉĞƌŝŽƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ďƌĞĞĚ�ǁĞƌĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ĂƐ�“Natural Monuments.”  

�ƵƌŝŶŐ�tŽƌůĚ�tĂƌ�//�;ϭϵϯϵ-ϭϵϰϱͿ͕�ŝƚ�ǁĂƐ�ĐŽŵŵŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƵƐĞ�ĚŽŐƐ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ŽĨ�ĨƵƌ�ĨŽƌ�ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ�ŐĂƌŵĞŶƚƐ͘�dŚĞ�ƉŽůŝĐĞ�
ordered the capture and ĐŽŶĨŝƐĐĂƚŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ăůů�ĚŽŐƐ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�'ĞƌŵĂŶ�^ŚĞƉŚĞƌĚ��ŽŐƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŵŝůŝƚĂƌǇ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞƐ͘�
^ŽŵĞ� ĨĂŶĐŝĞƌƐ� ƚƌŝĞĚ� ƚŽ� ĐŝƌĐƵŵǀĞŶƚ� ƚŚĞ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ďǇ�ĐƌŽƐƐďƌĞĞĚŝŶŐ� ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĚŽŐƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�'ĞƌŵĂŶ�^ŚĞƉŚĞƌĚ��ŽŐƐ͘�tŚĞŶ�
tŽƌůĚ�tĂƌ�//�ĞŶĚĞĚ͕��ŬŝƚĂƐ�ŚĂĚ�ďĞĞŶ�ĚƌĂƐƚŝĐĂůůǇ�ƌĞĚƵĐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĞǆŝƐƚĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�ĚŝƐƚŝŶĐƚ�ƚǇƉĞƐ͖�ϭͿ�DĂƚĂŐŝ�
Akitas; ϮͿ�ĨŝŐŚƚŝŶŐ��ŬŝƚĂƐ; ĂŶĚ�ϯͿ�^ŚĞƉŚĞƌĚ��ŬŝƚĂƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞĚ�Ă�ǀĞƌǇ�ĐŽŶĨƵƐŝŶŐ�ƐŝƚƵĂƚŝŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ďƌĞĞĚ͘ 

During the restoration process of the pure breed after the war, Kongo- ŐŽ͕�Ă�ĚŽŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ĞǁĂ�ůŝŶĞ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ĞǆŚŝďŝƚĞĚ�
characteristics of the Mastiff and German Shepherd. However, sensible learned fanciers did not approve of this 
ƚǇƉĞ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƉƌŽƉĞƌ�:ĂƉĂŶĞƐĞ�ďƌĞĞĚ͕�ƐŽ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĞĨĨŽƌƚƐ�ƚŽ�ĞůŝŵŝŶĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƌĂŝŶ�ŽůĚ�ĨŽƌĞŝŐŶ�ďƌĞĞĚƐ�ďǇ�ĐƌŽƐƐďƌĞĞĚŝŶŐ�
ǁŝƚŚ�DĂƚĂŐŝ��ŬŝƚĂƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƌĞƐƚŽƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ƉƵƌĞ�ďƌĞĞĚ͘�dŚĞǇ�ƐƵĐĐĞeded in stabilizing the pure 
strain of large-ƐŝǌĞĚ�ďƌĞĞĚ�ĂƐ�ŬŶŽǁŶ�ƚŽĚĂǇ͘ 
 
GENERAL APPEARANCE 
Large-ƐŝǌĞĚ�ĚŽŐ͕� ƐƚƵƌĚŝůǇ�ďƵŝůƚ͕�ǁĞůů�ďĂůĂŶĐĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŵƵĐŚ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶĐĞ͖� ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ� ƐĞǆ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƚŝĐƐ� ƐƚƌŽŶŐůǇ�
ŵĂƌŬĞĚ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ŚŝŐŚ�ŶŽďŝůŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝŐŶŝƚǇ�ŝŶ�ŵŽĚĞƐƚǇ͖�ĐŽŶƐƚŝƚƵƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽƵŐŚ͘ 
 
TEMPERAMENT 
The temperament is composed, faithful, docile and receptive. 
 
SIZE 
Height at the withers: Dogs, ϲϳ�Đŵ ;Ϯϲ͘Ϯϱ�ŝŶͿ͖�ďitches, 61 cm ;Ϯϰ�ŝŶͿ 
There is a tolerance of 3 cm ;ϭ͘Ϯϱ�ŝŶͿ more or less. 
/ŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƉƌŽƉŽƌƚŝŽŶƐ͗ dŚĞ�ƌĂƚŝŽ�ŽĨ�ŚĞŝŐŚƚ�Ăƚ�ǁŝƚŚĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ŽĨ�ďŽĚǇ�;ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽŝŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŚŽƵůĚĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉŽŝŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ďƵƚƚŽĐŬͿ�ŝƐ�ϭϬ͗ϭϭ͕�ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽĚǇ�ŝƐ�ƐůŝŐŚƚůǇ�ůŽŶŐĞƌ�ŝŶ�ďŝƚĐŚĞƐ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŝŶ�ĚŽŐƐ͘ 
 
COAT 
KƵƚĞƌĐŽĂƚ�ŚĂƌƐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚƌĂŝŐŚƚ͕�ƵŶĚĞƌĐŽĂƚ�ƐŽĨƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞŶƐĞ͖�ƚŚĞ�ǁŝƚŚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌƵŵƉ�ĂƌĞ�ĐŽǀĞƌĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐůŝŐŚƚůǇ�ůŽŶŐĞƌ�
ŚĂŝƌ͖�ƚŚĞ�ŚĂŝƌ�ŽŶ�ƚĂŝů�ŝƐ�ůŽŶŐĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽĚǇ͘ 
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COLOUR 
ZĞĚ�ĨĂǁŶ͕�ƐĞƐĂŵĞ�;ƌĞĚ�ĨĂǁŶ�ŚĂŝƌƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ďůĂĐŬ�ƚŝƉƐͿ͕�ďƌŝŶĚůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚŝƚĞ͘��ůů� ƚŚĞ�ĂďŽǀĞ�ŵĞŶƚŝŽŶĞĚ�ĐŽůŽƵƌƐ�ĞǆĐĞƉƚ�
white must have “urajiro.” (Urajiro refers to a whitish coat on the sides of the muzzle, on the cheeks, on the 
ƵŶĚĞƌƐŝĚĞ�ŽĨ�ũĂǁ͕�ŶĞĐŬ͕�ĐŚĞƐƚ͕�ďŽĚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƚĂŝů�ĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƐŝĚĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞŐƐ.) 
 
HEAD 
Skull: dŚĞ�ƐŝǌĞ�ŝƐ�ŝŶ�ƉƌŽƉŽƌƚŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽĚǇ͘�dŚĞ�ĨŽƌĞŚĞĂĚ�ŝƐ�ďƌŽĂĚ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ĚŝƐƚŝŶĐƚ�ĨƵƌƌŽǁ͘�EŽ�ǁƌŝŶŬůĞ͘�Stop: Defined 
Nose: >ĂƌŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ďůĂĐŬ͘�̂ ůŝŐŚƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝĨĨƵƐĞ�ůĂĐŬ�ŽĨ�ƉŝŐŵĞŶƚ�ĂĐĐĞƉƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ǁŚŝƚĞ�ĚŽŐƐ�ŽŶůǇ͕�ďƵƚ�ďůĂĐŬ�ŝƐ�ĂůǁĂǇƐ�ƉƌĞĨĞƌƌĞĚ͘�
Muzzle: DŽĚĞƌĂƚĞůǇ�ůŽŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚƌŽŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ďƌŽĂĚ�ďĂƐĞ͕�ƚĂƉĞƌŝŶŐ�ďƵƚ�ŶŽƚ�ƉŽŝŶƚĞĚ͘�EĂƐĂů�ďƌŝĚŐĞ�ƐƚƌĂŝŐŚƚ͘ Jaws/teeth: 
Teeth strong with scissors bite. Lips: Tight. Cheeks: DŽĚĞƌĂƚĞůǇ� ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ͘� Eyes: ZĞůĂƚŝǀĞůǇ� ƐŵĂůů͕� ĂůŵŽƐƚ�
ƚƌŝĂŶŐƵůĂƌ�ŝŶ�ƐŚĂƉĞ�ĚƵĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝƐŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƵƚĞƌ�ĞǇĞ�ĐŽƌŶĞƌ͕�ƐĞƚ�ŵŽĚĞƌĂƚĞůǇ�ĂƉĂƌƚ͕�ĚĂƌŬ�ďƌŽǁŶ͗�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂƌŬĞƌ͕�ƚŚĞ�
better. Ears: ZĞůĂƚŝǀĞůǇ�ƐŵĂůů͕�ƚŚŝĐŬ͕�ƚƌŝĂŶŐƵůĂƌ͕�ƐůŝŐŚƚůǇ�ƌŽƵŶĚĞĚ�Ăƚ�ƚŝƉƐ͕�ƐĞƚ�ŵŽĚĞƌĂƚĞůǇ�ĂƉĂƌƚ͕�ƉƌŝĐŬĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĐůŝŶŝŶŐ�
forward. 
 
NECK 
Thick and muscular, without dewlap, in balance with head. 
 
FOREQUARTERS 
Shoulders: DŽĚĞƌĂƚĞůǇ�ƐůŽƉŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ͘�Elbows: Tight. Forearms: ^ƚƌĂŝŐŚƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞĂǀǇ-boned. 
 
BODY 
Back: Straight and strong. Loin: Broad and muscular. Chest: Deep, ĨŽƌĞĐŚĞƐƚ�ǁĞůů�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ͕�ƌŝďƐ�ŵŽĚĞƌĂƚĞůǇ�ǁĞůů�
sprung. Belly: tĞůů�ĚƌĂǁŶ�ƵƉ͘ 
 
HINDQUARTERS 
tĞůů�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉĞĚ͕�ƐƚƌŽŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽĚĞƌĂƚĞůǇ�ĂŶŐƵůĂƚĞĚ͘�Feet: Thick, round, arched and tight. 
 
TAIL 
^Ğƚ�ŽŶ�ŚŝŐŚ͕�ƚŚŝĐŬ͕�ĐĂƌƌŝĞĚ�ǀŝŐŽƌŽƵƐůǇ�ĐƵƌůĞĚ�ŽǀĞƌ�ďĂĐŬ͖�ƚŚĞ�ƚŝƉ�ŶĞĂƌůǇ�ƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ŚŽĐŬƐ�ǁŚĞŶ�ůĞƚ�ĚŽǁŶ͘ 
 
GAIT 
Resilient and powerful movement. 
 
FAULTS 
�ŶǇ�ĚĞƉĂƌƚƵƌĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĨŽƌĞŵĞŶƚŝŽŶĞĚ�ŝĚĞĂůƐ�ƐŚĂůů�ďĞ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌĞĚ�ĨĂƵůƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞŐƌĞĞ�ŝŶ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŝƚ�ŝŶƚĞƌĨĞƌĞƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�
the health and well-ďĞŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ďƌĞĞĚ͛Ɛ�ƚƌĂĚŝƚŝŽŶĂů�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞ͘ 
x �ŝƚĐŚǇ�ĚŽŐƐ, ĚŽŐŐǇ�ďŝƚĐŚĞƐ 
x Undershot or overshot mouth 
x Missing teeth 
x Blue or black spotted tongue 
x Iris light in colour 
x Short tail 
x ^ŚǇŶĞƐƐ 
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DISQUALIFICATIONS 
• �ŐŐƌĞƐƐŝǀĞ�Žƌ�ŽǀĞƌůǇ�ƐŚǇ�ĚŽŐƐ 
• �ŶǇ�ĚŽŐ�ĐůĞĂƌůǇ�ƐŚŽǁŝŶŐ�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�Žƌ�behavioural abnormalities shall be disqualified. 
• Ears not pricked 
• Hanging tail 
• >ŽŶŐ�ŚĂŝƌ�;ƐŚĂŐŐǇͿ 
• Black mask 
• Markings on white ground 

Note: DĂůĞ�ĂŶŝŵĂůƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚǁŽ�ĂƉƉĂƌĞŶƚůǇ�ŶŽƌŵĂů�ƚĞƐƚŝĐůĞƐ�ĨƵůůǇ�ĚĞƐĐĞŶĚĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĐƌŽƚƵŵ͘ 

KŶůǇ�ĨƵŶĐƚŝŽŶĂůůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĐůŝŶŝĐĂůůǇ�ŚĞĂůƚŚǇ�ĚŽŐƐ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ďƌĞĞĚ�ƚǇƉŝĐĂů�ĐŽŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ďƌĞĞĚŝŶŐ͘ 
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