Consultation Feedback Questionnaire
Proposed Regulation: Prohibiting Medically Unnecessary Procedures (MUPs) on Dogs and Cats in Ontario
Ministry of the Solicitor General – Provincial Animal Welfare Services Act, 2019

Instructions: The Ministry of the Solicitor General (ministry) is seeking feedback on a proposal to prohibit medically unnecessary procedures (MUPs) performed on dogs and cats in Ontario through regulation. Your input will inform recommendations on a regulatory approach. Please answer the questions below.

Section A – About You / Your Organization
	1. Name (optional):
	

	2. Organization (if applicable):
	

	3. Stakeholder type (select all that apply):

	☐Veterinarian / Veterinary Technician
☐Animal Welfare Organization
☐Breeder / Trainer
☐Pet Owner
☐Other (please specify):
___________________________




Section B – Proposed MUPs Prohibitions
To promote animal welfare and safeguard animals from unnecessary harm, the ministry is proposing to prohibit the following procedures on dogs and cats when performed for cosmetic or convenience purposes, rather than for medical necessity:
· Declawing (onychectomy): The surgical amputation of all or part of a cat’s third phalanx (toe bone) and the attached claws.
· Ear cropping: A cosmetic surgical procedure for dogs, involving cutting and shaping the pinna (floppy part of the ear) to make it stand up.
· Devocalization (debarking): A surgical procedure performed on dogs to cut out varying amounts of the vocal folds or cords.
	1. Do you support the ministry’s proposal to prohibit declawing? 
	☐Yes ☐No ☐Unsure
If no, please explain why:

	2. Do you support the ministry’s proposal to prohibit ear cropping?
	☐Yes ☐No ☐Unsure
If no, please explain why:

	3. Do you support the ministry’s proposal to prohibit debarking?
	☐Yes ☐No ☐Unsure
If no, please explain why:



Section C – Scope and Application
The proposed regulation is intended to apply broadly to anyone who may perform or assist with MUPs, including owners, custodians, veterinarians, and veterinary professionals.
	1. Should there be named persons to whom this proposed prohibition should not apply (e.g., licensed veterinarians performing medical treatments, research facilities, shelters)? 

	☐Yes ☐No ☐Unsure
If yes, please specify who and explain why: 



Section D – Proposed Exemptions
While the regulation aims to prohibit MUPs, certain exemptions may be appropriate to ensure animal health and welfare in specific circumstances.
	1. Do you agree that an exemption should be made for prohibited procedures that are deemed necessary by a veterinarian for the safety, health, or well-being of an animal?
	☐Yes ☐No ☐Unsure
If no, please explain why:



Section E – Additional Comments
	Please provide any other feedback, concerns, or suggestions regarding the proposed regulation:
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