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PURPOSE

The purpose of a hunt test is to assess and identify 
those dogs which possess the basic requirements 
of “flush ing” Spaniels. It will test the merits and 
evalu ate the abilities of Spaniels in the field in order 
to deter  mine their suita bility and ability as hunting 
companions.

Dogs are placed in four categories based on their 
ability, not age. Dogs do not compete against one 
another, but rather their performances are individ
ually judged against the standard.
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1 INTERPRETATIONS

1.1 Definitions

 A “blind retrieve” is a dead bird which has been 
positioned in cover unseen to the dog. The dog must 
take a line, hunt the general area of the bird in order to 
retrieve it. A gunshot is not required for this situation

 “Board” shall mean the Board of Directors of The 
Canadian Kennel Club

 “CKC” shall mean The Canadian Kennel Club

 “Club” shall mean The Canadian Kennel Club

 “club” is a club or association officially recognized 
by The Canadian Kennel Club

 “complainant” shall mean any person who has 
laid a charge or complaint against another person, 
partnership, company or organization relative to 
contravention of these rules, regulations, procedures 
and policies of The Canadian Kennel Club

 “debar” shall mean to prohibit a person from 
participating in any competition or other activities 
directed, sanctioned, sponsored or authorized by 
The Canadian Kennel Club if held under its 
auspices or under any of its rules and regulations

 “defendant” shall mean any person, partnership, 
company or organization against whom a charge or 
complaint has been laid, relative to contravention of 
these rules, regulations, procedures and policies of 
The Canadian Kennel Club

 “deprive of privileges” shall mean to deprive 
a nonmember of all privileges accorded to non
members of The Canadian Kennel Club, including 
the use of the Head Office

 “dog” shall mean a purebred dog of either sex

 “entrant” shall mean the individual, or if a partner
ship, all the members of the partnership, entering in 
a Hunt Test

 “expel” shall mean to terminate membership in The 
Can adian Kennel Club and depriving the person so 
expel led from all privileges of The Canadian Kennel 
Club
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 “Head Office” shall mean the office at which the 
business of The Canadian Kennel Club is carried 
out on a regular and ongoing basis 

 “handler” is the person handling the dog in com
petition

 “suspend” shall mean to deprive a member, for 
the period ordered, of all the privileges of The 
Canadian Kennel Club

 This rule book shall be read with all applicable 
changes in gender so that the masculine shall include 
the feminine and vice versa and the singular shall 
include the plural if applicable.

1.2 Hunt Tests Defined and Classified

1.2.1 An Approved Hunt Test is a formal event for which 
qualifying scores may be awarded by a club or 
assoc ia tion which has been approved by the CKC 
to hold hunt tests.

1.2.2 A Sanctioned Hunt Test is an informal event at 
which dogs may participate but not for qualifying 
scores. Sanctioned Hunt Tests are held by a club or 
association under the jurisdiction of the CKC.

2 GENERAL RULES & REGULATIONS

2.1 Eligibility of Clubs to Hold Hunt Tests

2.1.1 Only clubs or associations recognized and in good 
standing with the CKC are eligible to apply for and 
hold a hunt test. Approval to hold a hunt test may be 
given to clubs or associations formed for the im prove
ment of the several breeds of sporting spaniels, 
excluding Brittany Spaniels and Irish Water Spaniels.

2.1.2 Prior to holding an approved hunt test, a club or 
association that did not hold a minimum of three 
(3) approved Open AllAge Spaniel field trials must 
hold at least one (1) sanctioned test in all test levels.
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2.2 Adverse Weather Conditions

2.2.1 During adverse and/or severe weather conditions, 
it is at the discretion of the event giving club to 
cancel, curtail and/or postpone the judging of the 
event if the weather is severe enough to cause 
injury to the exhibitor and their dog. No penalty 
shall be imposed by The Canadian Kennel Club 
if such condition has caused the cancellation or 
postponement of the event.

2.3 Making Application

2.3.1 A club or association applying for a hunt test must 
make application on forms provided by the CKC. The 
application must be submitted so as to be re ceived 
not less than ninety (90) days prior to the date of 
the proposed test. The CKC will notify the club or 
association whether or not approval has been granted. 
If the date is granted and the club fails to hold its test 
on the date approved, an administrative fee as set by 
the Board will be assessed against the club, unless the 
CKC waives this fee on the grounds that the club had 
no alternative but to postpone or cancel.

2.3.2 Only a club or association whose president, vice pres
ident, secretary and treasurer are members in good 
standing with the CKC may apply for a test date.

2.3.3 The CKC shall have the authority to grant or with
hold approval of an application for a test date. In 
the event that such action is taken, the testgiving 
club shall have no claim against the CKC.

2.3.4 The CKC will not approve an application for a hunt 
test where qualifying scores can be awarded when 
dates conflict with one or more hunt tests, unless it 
can be shown that the granting of such approval will 
not work to the detriment of the clubs applying to 
hold a hunt test.

2.3.5 A club that meets all of the requirements of the 
CKC may apply to hold a sanctioned hunt test on a 
form provided by the CKC.

2.4 CKC Publications

2.4.1 All clubs holding hunt tests are required to have 
available copies of the latest editions of these 
Hunt Test Rules and Regulations for All Sporting 
Spaniels other than Brittany Spaniels and Irish 
Water Spaniels.

(47-06-17) 

(47-06-17) 
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2.5 Advertising

2.5.1  A club that has not been granted priority dates must 
not advertise or publish the date of any event that 
has not been approved by the CKC.

2.5.2  A club that has been granted priority dates for its 
event may advertise those dates prior to submitting 
the Event Date Application. This does not exempt 
the club from submitting the required application to 
the CKC within the prescribed time frame.

2.5.3 A club may not advertise the dates of a hunt test 
until after the club has received notification from 
the CKC that the hunt test has been approved.

2.5.4  A club must not advertise the names of the judges 
until the club has received official notification from 
the CKC that the judges have been approved.

2.6 Training

2.6.1 Participating dogs may not be trained on the 
grounds of a hunt test within twentyfour (24) 
hours of the commencement of the event, or at any 
time during the event. The Hunt Test Committee 
is responsible for the enforcement of this provision.

2.7 Hunt Test Secretary

2.7.1 Any club holding a hunt test must name a Hunt Test 
Secretary who must be a member of the hosting club 
and the CKC. The premium list for CKC approved 
hunt tests shall designate the Hunt Test Secretary as 
the person who is to receive entries.

2.8 Hunt Test Committee

2.8.1 A club that has been granted permission by the 
CKC to hold an approved hunt test must appoint 
a Hunt Test Committee which will have complete 
responsibility for planning and conducting the event. 
The Committee shall be comprised of at least three 
(3) members of the club and may include the Hunt 
Test Secretary, but the Hunt Test Secretary shall not 
be designated as the Hunt Test Committee Chair. 
A majority of the Hunt Test Committee must be 
pre sent during a CKC approved hunt test. In the 
absence of Hunt Test Committee members, the 
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Chair or an officiating officer shall appoint sufficient 
Committee members in order to insure compliance 
with this section.

2.8.2 The Hunt Test Committee and Hunt Test Secretary 
shall be held responsible for compliance with all of 
the applicable Hunt Test Rules and Regulations for 
All Sporting Spaniels other than Brittany Spaniels 
and Irish Water Spaniels, except those coming 
under the sole jurisdiction of the judges, and must 
provide themselves with copies of the latest edition 
of these books.

2.8.3 The Hunt Test Committee of a club holding an 
approved hunt test shall have the authority to 
decide upon any matter arising during the running 
of the test, except a matter coming within the 
jurisdiction of the judges.

2.9 Handler with Disability (21-09-09)

2.9.1 At the judge’s discretion a modification to the 
exercise/routine may be made to accommodate 
a handler with disabilities providing that such 
modification does not aid the dog’s performance 
or inhibit other dogs and the dog is required to 
perform all exercises/routines.

3 JUDGES

3.1 Approval of Selected Judges

3.1.1  After a club has been granted permission by the 
CKC to hold a hunt test, the club must submit the 
Judging Panel Application. The application must be 
submitted so as to be received not less than 120 days 
prior to the date of the test. The application must 
include the names and addresses of the persons 
selected to judge, as well as the test(s) assigned to 
each judge.

3.1.2  When the Judging Panel Application reaches the 
CKC less than 120 days prior to the date of the 
test, an administrative fee, as set by the Board, will 
be assessed against the club.

(21-09-09) 
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3.1.3  The testgiving club shall not select any judge who 
is ineligible to officiate at a test held under these 
rules and regulations.

3.1.4  Once approval is granted, the CKC will inform the 
testgiving club that the judges have been approved. 
The test secretary shall send to each approved judge, 
a confirmation of assignment letter, supplied by the 
CKC, as well as any other pertinent information 
that the club may include.

3.1.5  If The Canadian Kennel Club is not prepared to 
approve a selected judge, or is not prepared to 
approve the entire assignment for which a judge has 
been selected, the club must submit to the Head 
Office of The Canadian Kennel Club the name or 
names of alternative persons to judge that test or tests.

3.1.6 Once a panel of judges has been approved by the 
CKC, no change will be permitted except when 
necessary and with CKC permission (i.e. due to 
death or illness). If a judging change is necessary, the 
test–giving club will inform the CKC and submit the 
name of a qualified replacement judge for approval.

3.2 Judges’ Eligibility

3.2.1 Any member in good standing with the CKC may 
be approved to judge a hunt test subject to the 
qualification requirements in force at the time.

3.2.2 A person shall not enter a dog under a judge where 
that judge has owned, coowned, trained, sold, held 
under lease, or handled the dog within thirty (30) 
days prior to the date of the test.

3.2.3 Two (2) judges shall officiate at all test levels and 
at least one of the judges must have OpenAll Age 
Spaniel field trial judging experience. The cojudge 
must have field experience in the handling of 
sporting dogs in trials or tests, and a knowledge of 
the way Spaniels work in the field.

3.2.4 It is strongly recommended that clubs select as 
judges individuals with broad and extensive back
ground experience in hunting and handling Sporting 
Spaniels in the field.

3.3 Judges’ Responsibility

3.3.1 Judges must officiate over all series in their respec
tive assignments.
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3.3.2 A judge shall not handle a dog in another test until 
the test level that they are judging is fully completed.

3.3.3 A judge of a hunt test shall be fully knowledgeable 
with all rules, regulations and procedures pertaining 
to the type of test being conducted. Judges shall be 
conversant with the applicable standards, and shall 
be responsible for judging in compliance with the 
rules, regulations and standards.

3.3.4 A judge must not accept an assignment to judge the 
same test level at tests that are held less that 30 days 
apart if the distance between the tests is within 250 
miles or 402 km.

3.3.5 Judges of any hunt test shall not rank dogs in the 
order of the dog’s relative numerical scores, nor shall 
judges be obliged to divulge any information with 
respect to the relative standing of numerical scores.

3.3.6 It is strongly recommended that judges inspect 
the grounds with representatives of the Hunt Test 
Committee the day preceding the event, in order to 
select and determine the nature and objectives of each 
hunting situation, preferably for their assign ment. 

3.3.7 Judges should attempt to use a test dog in all of the 
test levels as required.

3.3.8 During the course of a test, judges should keep their 
own counsel, thus avoiding the perception of being 
influenced by the views, opinions or know ledge of 
others. Certainly any discussion with owners or 
others (except their fellow judge) of the performance 
of a dog still under judgment would be unethical. 
The judges must base their awards on what they 
have observed of the performance on that particular 
day. When they are invited to judge, it is because 
the committee has confidence in their judgment, 
their power of obser vation and their capacity to 
be objective. They have a personal responsibility 
to their fellow judge to inform them clearly and to 
appraise jointly with them the performances. Each 
has an obligation to render fair judgment.

3.4 Confirmation of Assignment

3.4.1 A club should approach a prospective judge advising 
him of the tests he is being considered to judge. The 
club will forward to the judge at the same time a 
letter to confirm the offer of the assignment. If the 
judge does not receive confirmation from the club 
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within thirty (30) days, he will be free to accept 
other assignments.

3.4.2 Judges must confirm their acceptance of the 
assignments in writing within thirty (30) days after 
receipt of confirmation that the services of the judge 
will be required. If such confirmation is not received 
by the club within thirty (30) days, the agreement 
may be consid ered void and the club is free to seek 
the services of another judge.

3.5 Judge’s Decision Final

3.5.1 During the test, the decision of the judges shall be 
final in all matters affecting working of dogs and 
handlers and in evaluation of their performance. 
The Test Committee shall decide other matters 
arising at the test.

3.6 Substitute Judges

3.6.1 When a testgiving club is notified prior to the 
beginning of the test that an advertised judge will 
not be able to fulfill his assignment, permission 
from the CKC to substitute the judge is required.

3.6.2 If, due to circumstances beyond the control of the 
testgiving club, a replacement judge is required 
at the last moment, the club will then seek the 
approval of the Zone Director. The club will 
subsequently notify the CKC of the circumstances 
of the approval and of the changes made.

3.6.3 If an advertised judge is prevented from fulfilling 
his engagement for either whole or part of the test, 
the Test Committee shall appoint a qualified judge 
if one is readily available. If a qualified judge is not 
available, the Committee shall choose a person 
whom they feel is capable of substituting for the 
approved judge.

3.7 Indignities to a Judge

3.7.1 A judge officiating at any test held under these rules 
shall not be subjected to indignities of any kind. It 
shall be the duty and obligation of the club holding 
the test to see that this rule is effectively carried out.
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3.8 Judge’s Conduct

3.8.1 A judge must conduct himself in a manner that is 
fair and not prejudicial to the sport.

3.9 General Instructions to Judges

3.9.1 No person at an approved or sanction hunt test 
shall throw a live bird into the air and have gunners 
shoot to kill the bird with the intent for a dog to 
make a retrieve. When a dog is on a retrieve with 
a live bird pickup and the dog drops the bird and 
the bird then flies away, it will be at the judge’s 
discretion whether the guns should shoot the bird. 
If a dog retrieves a live bird pickup; and if the bird 
accidentally flies away after the handler has made 
contact, then the judge must instruct the gunners 
not to shoot the bird.

4 PREMIUM LIST & CATALOGUE

4.1 Premium List

4.1.1 A premium list must be provided for the CKC 
approved hunt test. The premium list for an approved 
hunt test shall be printed (any printing or copying 
process is acceptable). The following information 
must be listed on the cover of a premium list:

 (a) The words “Official Premium List”;

 (b) The name of the club or organization holding 
the test;

 (c) Dates of the event;

 (d) Date and closing time for entries.

4.1.2 The premium list must contain the following infor
ma tion:

 (a) Exact location of the test;

 (b) The statement “These events held under the 
rules of the CKC”;

 (c) A list of the club officers (address may be given 
if desired);

(14-12-10) 



 (d) A list of Hunt Test Committee members 
including the Hunt Test Chair;

 (e) Name, address and phone number of the Hunt 
Test Secretary;

 (f) A listing of the judges and their mailing address;

 (g) A complete list of the judges’ assignments 
broken down for each day;

 (h) A list of awards and prizes (if offered);

 (i) The amount of entry fee for each test;

 (j) The name of the Executive Director of the 
CKC and the address of the Head Office;

 (k) The name of the Spaniel Representative for the 
area;

 (l) Types of birds used;

 (m) Method of water test used;

 (n) One or more official CKC entry forms.

4.1.3 Two copies of the premium list must be sent to 
the CKC at the time of distribution to prospective 
en trants. One copy must be sent to:

 (a) All officiating judges;

 (b) CKC Director in the zone in which the test is 
to be held.

4.2 Catalogues

4.2.1 An official catalogue must be provided for all 
ap proved hunt tests. The official catalogue must be 
printed or typed or available on electronic medium.

4.2.2 The following information must be listed on the 
outside front cover or the first page of the catalogue:

 (a) Name of the club or association holding the 
test;

 (b) The dates of the test;

 (c) The statement “This event held under the 
rules of The Canadian Kennel Club”;

 (d) Exact location of the test;

 (e) List of the Hunt Test Committee including the 
Test Chair;

 (f) Name, address and phone number of the Test 
Secretary;

 (g) A complete list of the judges and their mailing 
addresses;

 (h) A listing of each judge’s assignments for each day.

10
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4.2.3 A list of all dogs entered in each test level (Working, 
Junior, Senior, Master) must be listed in the cata
logue in the order in which the dogs were drawn.

4.2.4 The information in the catalogue on each dog must 
be in the following order:

 (a) Catalogue number of the dog;
 (b) Registered name of the dog (in capital letters 

only);
 (c) CKC registration number (if given), Event 

Registration Number, or indicate “listed”;
 (d) Date of birth;
 (e) Name of breeder(s);
 (f) Registered name of sire;
 (g) Registered name of dam;
 (h) Place of birth (Canada or elsewhere);
 (i) Name of owner(s);
 (j) Address of owner(s);
 (k) Agent (if applicable).

4.2.5 The following certification must appear in the official 
catalogue following the dogs listed in each test:

 

JUDGE CERTIFICATION

I certify that dogs received qualifying scores 
in this hunt test and that the above information 

identifying these dogs was entered prior 
to my signing this page.

___________   _____________________________
Date Signature of Judge

HUNT TEST SECRETARY’S  
CERTIFICATION

I certify that the judges have verified the  
above information and signed this page.

  Number of dogs entered  _______  
 Total starters  _______  
 Total # of qualifying scores  _______

___________   _____________________________
Date Signature of Hunt Test Secretary
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Following completion of judging in each test, the 
Hunt Test Secretary shall mark the Official Cata
logue with the word “Qualifying” next to the names 
of all dogs that received qualifying scores. The judges 
shall then certify the accuracy of the marked awards, 
and both the Hunt Test Secretary and the judges 
shall complete their appropriate certifications.

5 ROSETTES

5.1.1 All clubs or associations holding approved or sanc
tioned hunt tests shall offer prize rosettes. These 
rosettes should be at least 50 mm (2”) wide and 
approximately 200 mm (8”) long. In addition to a 
facsimile of the crest of the CKC, the name of the 
testgiving club and the test level (Working, Junior, 
Senior or Master) shall appear along with the words 
“Qualifying Score”. Colours for approved tests shall 
be as follows:

 Working Level  Orange

 Junior Level  Tan/Beige

 Senior Level  Forest Green

 Master Level  Dark Brown and Camouflage

5.1.2 Colours for rosettes in sanctioned hunt tests shall 
be light green for all levels of test.

6 ENTRIES AND END OF TEST

6.1 Entry Requirements

6.1.1 Hunt tests shall be open to all Sporting Spaniels 
other than Brittany Spaniels and Irish Water Spaniels 
which are eligible for registration or are registered in 
the CKC stud book. All dogs must be six (6) months 
of age or over on the first day of the event.

6.1.2 If a dog is not registered individually in the CKC 
stud book, it may be entered at a test held under 
these regulations as a “listed” dog, provided that:
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 (a) If born in Canada, is of a litter which is eligible 
for CKC registration;

 (b) If not born in Canada, is eligible for individual 
registration in the records of the CKC;

 (c) If foreign born and owned, has an Event Regis
tra tion Number, or obtains this number from 
the CKC within thirty (30) days of the first test 
entered.

6.1.3 The entry of a “listed” dog at a hunt test held under 
these regulations (sanctioned hunt tests excluded) 
must be accompanied by the appropriate listing 
fee and all listing fees must be remitted by the club 
or association holding the test to the CKC within 
twentyone (21) days after the test.

6.1.4 The CKC has the authority, at any time, to require 
the owner of a “listed” dog to submit proof of the 
dog’s eligibility for registration in the CKC’s stud 
book, and if the CKC is satisfied that the dog is not 
eligible for registration, it shall have the right to order 
the cancellation of all scores and prizes earned by the 
dog at tests held under these regulations. Failing to 
comply with the CKC’s request to return ribbons 
and/or prizes to the clubs concerned, the owner of the 
dog automatically renders himself ineligible to enter 
any dog in any competition approved by the CKC.

6.1.5 A dog is not eligible to be entered or run in any 
approved hunt test in any category if the dog has 
on two (2) occasions been made the subject of the 
following report: If a dog, while under judgment at a 
CKC approved hunt test attacks another dog, and if 
the judges are unanimously of the opinion that such 
attack was without reasonable cause, the judges 
shall identify the offending dog on the judging 
sheet or in the official catalogue and the name of 
the offending dog shall be listed in the report of the 
Hunt Test Committee sent to the CKC.

6.1.6 An attacking dog cannot receive a passing score at 
the event in which the attack occurred.

6.2 Entry Fees

6.2.1 Tendering of a dishonoured cheque or declined 
credit card in payment of entry fees shall be con
sidered nonpayment of entry fees. Any individual 
who commits this offence should be reported to the 
CKC and may be subject to disciplinary action and 
cancellation of awards.
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6.2.2 The entry of a “listed” dog at a hunt test held under 
these regulations (sanctioned hunt test excluded) 
must be accompanied by the appropriate listing fee. 
All listing and recording fees must be remitted by 
the club or association holding the test to the CKC 
within twentyone (21) days of the test.

6.3 Entry Fee Refund

6.3.1 Entry fees paid for a bitch withdrawn because of 
coming in season or for a dog withdrawn because 
of an injury or illness, or for a dog that dies, shall 
be refunded in full by the testgiving club. Prior to 
paying such refund, the club may require an appro
priate veterinary certificate. In the event a dog is 
withdrawn for other reasons, the testgiving club is 
free to formulate its own policy with reference to 
refunds provided that said policy shall be fixed in 
advance of the mailing of the premium list for any 
particular test.

6.4 Closing of Entries

6.4.1 Entries for a CKC approved hunt test may close at 
any time prior to the hunt test, but shall not close 
later than the third day preceding the start of the 
hunt test.

6.4.2 Each entry form must be completed in full and the 
information given on the entry form must be that 
which applies to the entered dog.

6.4.3 A club holding a CKC approved hunt test shall not 
accept any entries received after the closing time 
and date specified in the premium list.

6.5 Health

6.5.1 Any infraction of this section will be subject to 
disciplinary action.

6.5.2 No dog may be entered at a field dog test held under 
these rules if it:

 (a) Is known to have distemper, parvovirus, kennel 
cough or other communicable disease

 (b) Has recovered from infection with canine distem
per or canine parvovirus within the last 14 days.

6.5.3 All dogs must have current immunization status 
before being entered.
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6.6 Veterinarian

6.6.1 Every test shall have a qualified veterinarian within 
easy call during the entire progress of the test.

6.7 End of Test

6.7.1 The Hunt Test Secretary shall, within twentyone 
(21) days of the completion of an approved hunt 
test, forward to The Canadian Kennel Club the 
Official Catalogue, marked to indicate a qualifying 
or nonqualifying score for each dog entered and 
signed and certified by the judges and the Hunt Test 
Secretary, which shall also include all applicable 
information and documents.

6.7.2 A club must forward an Official Catalogue to The 
Canadian Kennel Club and official judge’s book, 
signed and certified as above, along with the entry 
forms for those dogs entered, and a complete Hunt 
Test Secretary’s report. (Evaluation forms need 
not be submitted to The Canadian Kennel Club.) 
Clubs must keep evaluation forms for one (1) year.

6.7.3 A club holding an approved hunt test shall retain an 
official catalogue.

6.7.4 The testgiving club is responsible for the collection 
of all listing and recording fees and the submission 
of same to the CKC so as to be received not more 
than twentyone (21) days after the completion 
of the test. The testgiving club shall forward the 
follow ing to the CKC:

 (a) The signed certification by any one of the follow
ing: president, vice president, secretary or other 
authorized signing officer, as to the number of 
listed dogs entered in its test and the total num
ber of dogs entered in competition in its test;

 (b) A remittance which shall include all listing and 
recording fees as set by the CKC for each and 
every dog entered in competition in its test. 
In the event that the CKC establishes that the 
remittance fails to completely cover the fees as 
set forth above, an administrative fee will be 
assessed against the club as set by the Board.

 (c) If a dog is entered in more than one test level at a 
hunt test, the remittance fee applies to each entry.

6.7.5 Noncompliance with the provisions of this section 
will result in an automatic administrative charge 
as set by the Board, per day, for each day over the 
twentyone (21) day period.
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6.8 Disqualification & Reinstatement

6.8.1 Any dog disqualified for biting or viciousness shall 
automatically be disqualified from entering in any 
other event in any other discipline until such time 
as the dog is officially reinstated.

6.8.2 The judge shall have the authority to disqualify or 
excuse a dog which menaces, threatens or attempts 
to bite the judge, another person, or another dog. If 
a dog is twice excused for any combination of these 
actions, it shall have the status of a disqualified dog.
The judge shall also have the authority to disqualify 
or excuse a dog which attempts to bite, or bites in 
response to an attack from another dog.

6.8.3 The judge shall disqualify or permanently disqual
ify a dog which bites the judge, another person or 
any dog. Dogs permanently disqualified under this 
provision will not be eligible for reinstatement. The 
decision to permanently disqualify a dog must be 
clearly indicated on the Judge’s Disqualification 
Form.

6.8.4 Once a dog has been disqualified for any reason at 
a Spaniel Hunt Test,  it may not be entered until 
the dog has been reinstated by the CKC. All awards 
earned by a dog in violation of this section will be 
cancelled by the CKC and the owner of the dog is 
subject to disciplinary action. A dog disqualified 
under section 6.8.3 is not eligible for reinstatement.

6.8.5 Any dog that is disqualified under section 6.8.3 
shall automatically be disqualified from entering in 
any other CKC event in any other discipline until 
such time as the dog is officially reinstated, if the 
dog is eligible for reinstatement.

6.8.6 Reinstatement

 (a) The owner of a dog which has been disqualified 
at an event held under these rules may, after 
30 days from the date of said disqualification, 
apply in writing to the CKC for reinstatement 
of the dog, unless the dog is ineligible for 
reinstatement as per Section 6.8.3.  The request 
for reinstatement must be accompanied by a 
deposit as set by the Board.

(19-03-16) 

(19-03-16) 

(19-03-16) 

(58-06-17) 

(19-03-16) 

(58-06-17) 
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7 UNSPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT

7.1.1  (a) It shall be deemed unsportsmanlike conduct if 
a person during the running of or in connection 
with an event abuses or harasses a judge or offi
cial or any other person present in any capa city 
at the event. The Hunt Test Committee shall act 
in accordance with paragraph (d) of this section.

 (b) Any handler who displays unsportsmanlike con
duct or who is seen to kick, strike, or other wise 
roughly manhandle a dog while on the grounds 
of a hunt test at any time during the holding of 
the event, may be expelled from the test by the 
Hunt Test Committee, which shall also act in 
accordance with paragraph (d) of this section.

 (c) The judges shall also have the authority to expel 
a handler from a test if they observe unsports
manlike conduct on the part of the handler or 
see the handler kicking, striking or otherwise 
roughly manhandling a dog while the event is 
in progress. It will be the duty of the judges to 
report promptly to the Hunt Test Committee 
the expulsion of a handler and the Hunt Test 
Com mittee shall then proceed in accordance 
with paragraph (d) of this section.

 (d) The Hunt Test Committee shall investigate, at 
once, any instance of alleged unsportsmanlike 
conduct on the part of the handler, or any 
report that a handler has been observed kicking, 
striking or otherwise roughly manhandling a 
dog. If a Hunt Test Committee, after investiga
tion, determines that a handler is in violation 
of this section, and that the incident, if proven, 
would constitute conduct prejudicial to the 
sport or the CKC, it shall exercise its authority 
in accor dance with section 14.

 (e) The Hunt Test Secretary shall submit within 
twentyone (21) days to the CKC a complete 
report of any action taken under this section.
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8 GUIDELINES FOR HUNT TEST

8.1 Purpose

8.1.1 The purpose of a hunt test is to assess and identify 
those dogs which possess the basic requirements 
of “flushing” Spaniels. It will test the merits and 
evalu ate the abilities of Spaniels in the field in order 
to determine their suitability and ability as hunting 
companions.

8.1.2 Dogs are placed in four categories based on ability, 
not age. Dogs do not compete against one another, 
rather their performances are individually judged 
against the standard.

8.1.3 Hunt test should simulate as nearly as possible, the 
conditions met in a true hunting situation.

8.2 Qualities of a Hunting Spaniel

8.2.1 A Spaniel is a hunting dog who is also a retriever. The 
dog’s primary function is to seek, find and flush game. 
This should be done with great desire, eager ness and 
the necessary drive. The dog’s other function is to 
bring the game to bag. Hence, the dog should be able 
to mark well the fall of game, to pe r severe on wound
ed game, and to retrieve promptly to hand.

8.2.2 Thus hunting and game finding are the primary 
requisites and this must be done within gun range. 
The change from a hunting dog to a retrieving dog 
demands discipline of a high order. Those qualities 
instilled by training which include control, steadi ness 
and responsiveness are of great importance. Howev
er, if hunting and game finding are primary qualities, 
natural ability is the most important quality and this 
includes nose and intelligence. This, combined with 
training, produces the capable hunting Spaniel.

8.3 Safe and Proper Gunning

8.3.1 Judges, the Hunt Test Chair and Gun Captain should 
not hesitate to assemble the gunners at the beginning 
of the test. The judges should give the gunners any 
instructions they feel appropriate. If preferred, such 
instructions should be given to the Gun Captain to be 
transmitted by the Gun Captain to the other gunners. 

(47-12-16) 
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In addition there should be no hesitation on the part 
of the judge to give further counsel or advice to a 
gunner during the course of a test. Such clarification 
will help provide a fair test of the dogs’ abilities.

8.3.2 The safety of all concerned handlers, judges, dogs, 
gallery and spectators is involved. It is customary to 
instruct gunners not to shoot at birds that fly over 
the gallery. In addition to the danger involved, a 
bird that falls among or beyond the gallery provides 
confused conditions for a retrieve. Gunners, there
fore, should not be criticized for passing up shots 
that entail the slightest elements of danger or those 
shots which would be in conflict with the provisions 
of these rules or the instructions of the judges.

8.3.3 The gunners should shoot their game in a sports
man like manner, as they would in a day’s shoot. The 
proper functioning of the official gunners is of the 
utmost importance. The gunners are supposed to 
represent the handler up to the time that the game is 
shot; not interfering in any manner with his work or 
that of the dogs. Gunners are supposed to, unless oth
erwise directed, kill cleanly and consistently the game 
flushed by the dogs at a point most advanta geous to 
a fair test of the dogs’ abilities and with due regard to 
the safety of the dogs, handlers, judges and gallery.

8.3.4 Care should be taken not to shoot so the game falls 
too close to the dog. If this is done, it does not afford 
a chance for the dog to show good retrieving ability 
and often results in a bird being destroyed. The 
gun ners should stand perfectly quiet after the shot 
otherwise they may interfere with the dog and han
dler. When a dog makes a retrieve, no other game or 
birds should be shot unless ordered by the judges for 
special reasons. The gunners must also keep them
selves in the correct position relative to the handler.

8.4 Equipment

8.4.1 Only a properly functioning 12 gauge double 
shotgun may be used. A 23⁄4 inch shell loaded 
with not less than 33⁄4 grams of smokeless powder 
and 11⁄4 ounces of Number 5, Number 6 or 
Number 71⁄2 shot may be used. All shells must be 
provided by the testgiving club and must be factory 
ammunition only. If steel shot ammunition becomes 
mandatory, then the ammunition must be supplied 
to meet the above ammunition requirements or any 
approved non toxic shot( i.e., bismuth). Number 3, 
4 or 5 steel may be used.
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8.5 Position of Gunner

8.5.1 Gunners should be reasonably close to the handler, 
though not so close that they interfere with the 
hand ler or the dog. The gunner should not crowd 
after the dog, which only encourages the latter to 
move out, but should guide on the handler alone. 
Nor should wing gunners be placed too far out on a 
flank. This is unnatural and often affects the dog in 
his beat and the type of fall he receives.

8.5.2 After a fall, the gunner should stand quietly until the 
dog has been sent on retrieve then the gunner may 
break his gun and step quietly aside to leave a clear 
and unobstructed view of the handler. Needless to 
say, gunners are to be seen and not heard, except for 
their shots. They must not give aid to the handler 
except as authorized by the judge. They are the 
silent partner of the judge in providing the required 
test – and of the handler in producing the result.

8.5.3 For all dead birds thrown by hand the gunner will 
fire a shot in the direction of the fall of the bird.

8.6 Gun Captain’s Responsibilities

8.6.1 1. Acquire and assign gun team members and 
arrange rotation to avoid fatigue.

 2. Observe gunners’ performances and arrange 
substitution if required.

 3. Prior to the test, consult with judges to discuss 
gunning procedures as follows:

 (a) Gunners should shoot all safe birds unless 
called off by the judge;

 (b) Identify potential terrain problems such as 
fence, heavy or light cover, water problems, 
etc.;

 (c) No birds shot over gallery;

 (d) Do not shoot a bird while a dog is retriev
ing unless instructed by the judge;

 (e) In case of a double flush, shoot both birds;

 (f) If a gunning problem arises, consult the 
gun captain;

 (g) Consumption of any alcohol or controlled 
substance by gunners throughout the dur
ation of the test is strictly prohibited.

(48-12-16) 
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8.7 Gunners’ Safety

8.7.1 While on the line (actively walking while a dog is 
competing), all gunners must practice safe gun 
handling. A loaded gun must be carried with muzzle 
straight up or slightly forwarded, never on the shoul
der, never cradled in arms and never pointed to 
the side or grounds. In this safe position the gun is 
immediately available to mount to shoulder to shoot. 
When not on the line, the gun should be open with 
no shells in the chambers (for example: changing 
courses, walking to and from the line). The gunner 
must not take a shot if in his judgment it is not safe 
to do so. The safety of all is more important than 
a shot bird. In general, the gun team should work 
together in a quiet and efficient manner, helping 
each other, noting unsafe conditions such as bird 
planters location, offline handlers and dogs, and 
passing this information along to other gunners.

8.8 Required Gunners

8.8.1 Two active gunners will be used; one on each side 
of the handler and at distances typical of a day’s 
shoot. This may be modified depending on the test 
and layout of the grounds being used.

8.9 Single Dog Series

8.9.1 Three gunners are required as follows:

 • 2 wing gunners;

 • 1 third backup gunner.

8.10 Wing Gunners’ Responsibilities

8.10.1 The two (2) wing gunners are responsible for all 
birds. Both wing gunners position themselves in line 
with the handler. If the handler takes a runner off the 
course, both wing gunners must go with the handler, 
maintaining a position in line with the handler.

8.11 Third Gunner’s Responsibilities

8.11.1 The third gunner maintains a position in front of 
the gallery and Hunt Test Marshall. He walks with 
open gun and no shells in chambers and is alert to 
the test proceedings. The gallery gunner may be 
required as a replacement gunner only.
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8.12 Braced Dog Series

8.12.1 Four gunners are required as follows:

 • 1 centre gunner;

 • 2 wing gunners;

 • 1 back up gunner.

8.13 Centre Gunner’s Responsibilities

8.13.1 The centre gunner walks down the centre of the 
course, in line with the handler of the forward dog. 
The centre gunner is responsible for birds which 
are crossing the centre line and birds that fly back 
down the course. If the forward dog and handler 
take a runner off the course, the centre gunner 
accom panies the wing gunner, one on each side 
of the handler. If a bird flies straight down the 
course, both centre and wing gunners may shoot. 
The centre gunner must be careful in the case of 
a crossing bird because it may fall too close to the 
bracemate. This bird should be passed on to the 
wing gunner.

8.14 Wing Gunners’ Responsibilities

8.14.1 The wing gunners maintain a position in line with 
the handler. The wing gunners are responsible for 
birds flying straight down the course or to their side. 
If the dog and handler take a runner, then the wing 
gunners maintain a position in line with the handler 
and to one side of the centre gunner joining in on 
the other side.

8.15 Fourth Gunner’s Responsibilities

8.15.1 Under normal circumstances, the fourth gunner 
maintains a position in front of the gallery and 
Hunt Test Marshall. He walks with open gun 
and no shells in chambers and is alert to the test 
proceedings. If the forward dog is too far ahead, 
then the gallery gunner, with loaded gun, joins in as 
a centre gunner in order that both dogs may have 
two gunners. Similarly, if one of the dogs being 
tested is off the course on a runner, in order that the 
remaining dog has two gunners, the gallery gunner 
joins in as one of the gunners. Also, the gallery 
gunner may be required as a replacement gunner.
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8.16 Grounds and Cover

8.16.1 Grounds and cover will be selected by the Hunt 
Test Committee subject to geographical location 
and shall be sufficient to permit a dog to hunt 
naturally where he will find birds by nose rather than 
sight. Cover should be selected so as to be similar to 
natural hunting cover in the geographical area.

8.17 Safety

8.17.1 Every person on the field (i.e. planters, gunners, 
judges, marshall, helpers, gallery and handlers) will 
be required to wear some blaze orange clothing above 
the waist (i.e. hat, vest, jacket). During the water test, 
the boat should meet all federal boating regulations.

8.17.2 All provincial and local regulations relative to prop
er field apparel should be adhered to in any event.

8.18 Game Birds

8.18.1 (a) Working Level – live, full winged game birds, 
or pigeons shall be used;

 (b) Junior Level – live, full winged game birds or 
pigeons, shall be used;

 (c) Senior Level – live, full winged game birds, 
excluding pigeons, shall be used;

 (d) Master Level – live, full winged game birds, 
excluding pigeons, shall be used.

 All provincial and federal laws must be adhered to 
regarding the handling of and use of birds, and the 
handling and use of firearms.

8.19 Bitches in Season

8.19.1 Bitches in season shall not be eligible to participate 
or be allowed on the grounds.

8.20 Altered Dogs

8.20.1 Neutered or spayed dogs will be allowed to parti ci
pate in all test levels.



24

8.21 Water Test

8.21.1 The Hunt Test Committee will decide in advance 
and indicate in the Premium List the method used 
for the water test. Two methods are acceptable for 
launching the bird:

 (a) from a boat as per section 8.21.2 or;
 (b) from shore or on an island using mechanical 

de vice such as a slingshot or catapult as per 
section 8.21.2

8.21.2 Every water test shall be conducted as follows:

 (a) The dog and its handler shall be stationed on the 
shoreline with a clear view of the entire area from 
which and to which the bird will be thrown.

 (b) The bird thrower will be stationed in a boat, 
on shore or on an island, and shall throw the 
bird across the line of the dog’s vision in order 
that the dog will see the entire flight of the bird 
through the air and its fall into the water.

 (c) The distance from the dog on shore and the 
drop of the bird into the water shall be as 
specified under the criteria for each test. The 
depth of the water must be such that the dog is 
forced to swim as specified for each test level.

 (d) The birds used in the test shall be freshly killed 
that day and be the same species of birds used 
in the land tests that day, or a duck.

 (e) A blank shot is fired from the boat and immed
iately thereafter the bird is thrown. Land work 
is the primary function of a Spaniel but where a 
water test is given, any dog that does not com
plete the water test shall not be entitled to any 
award.

 Judges in making their awards are required to 
give due weight to the manner and quality of the 
performance in the water tests and to eliminate 
from any award a dog that fails to complete the 
water re trieve. It is specifically provided that such 
tests should not exceed in their requirements the 
conditions ordinarily met in a day’s rough shoot 
adjoining water.

8.22 On the Line

8.22.1 When approaching the line to be tested, and while 
on the line, the dog and handler will assume such 
positions as may be directed by the judge.
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8.22.2 In the Working level, dogs may be restrained by a 
leash during the water test until sent at the judge’s 
direction.

8.22.3 While under judgment, in all test levels, the dog 
shall be offleash and without any type of collar.

8.23 Test Dogs

8.23.1 Changing a hunting situation after a test has been 
started should be avoided if at all possible. One 
way of avoiding this, and of avoiding unforeseen 
and unpre dictable situations which would weaken a 
sound hunting situation, is the practice of running a 
test dog in every test before any of the entered dogs 
are run. Use of a test dog is usual practice by some 
judges to ensure a proper test setup. Use of a test 
dog is very often a timesaving device.

8.23.2 The test dog must not be entered in any of the tests 
of that day and should be able to accomplish the test.

9 HUNT TEST CRITERIA

9.1 Working Test

9.1.1 A working Spaniel must show a desire to hunt in 
an interesting and enthusiastic manner and demon
strate an ability to retrieve.

9.1.2 Dogs should show no fear of ground and type of 
cover, respond reasonably well to whistle, verbal 
and hand commands and maintain a reasonable 
working distance from their handler.

9.1.3 The working Spaniel must find, flush and retrieve 
two (2) birds on land. Steadiness is not required. 
Further more, it must retrieve one (1) bird from water 
by swimming a minimum distance of 20 metres and 
a maximum of 40 metres. The dog should deliver the 
birds within a one (1) metre radius from the handler. 
At the water the dog can be restrained by a leash and 
sent only at the judge’s direction.

9.1.4 Dogs which are gunshy or show no interest or ability 
to hunt are unacceptable and should be dis qual  i fied.
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9.1.5 In the event that the dog successfully flushed 2 birds 
without being sent on a retrieve at the discretion of 
the judge, a dead bird may be thrown and a shot 
fired in order to demonstrate the dog’s ability to 
retrieve.

9.2 Junior Hunt Test

9.2.1 A junior hunting Spaniel must show all of the 
attributes of a working Spaniel. In addition, the dog 
must show boldness to all types of cover encoun
tered, a definite quartering pattern and an intense 
desire to hunt within gun range.

9.2.2 The junior hunting Spaniel must find, flush and 
retrieve two (2) birds. Steadiness to wing and shot is 
not required, however the dog must not chase uncon
trollably. The dog must retrieve one (1) bird from 
water in a crosswind by swimming a distance of 25 
metres and a maximum of 50 metres. All birds must 
be delivered to hand. The dog must be line steady at 
the water and wait to be sent at the judge’s direction.

9.2.3 In the event that the dog successfully flushed 2 birds 
without being sent on a retrieve at the discretion of 
the judge, a dead bird may be thrown and a shot 
fired in order to demonstrate the dog’s ability to 
retrieve.

9.3 Senior Hunt Test

9.3.1 A senior hunting Spaniel must clearly show all of 
the attributes of a junior hunting Spaniel. At this 
level the dog must show a very polished quartering 
pattern that covers the ground in an intense and 
indepen dent fashion. The dog must be steady to 
wing and shot and be line steady. The dog must 
show that it is using the wind to locate the birds. 
The dog must flush without encouragement.

9.3.2 The senior hunting Spaniel must find and flush 
three (3) birds and retrieve a minimum of two (2) 
birds on land. It must also be capable of retrieving 
one (1) bird from water in a downwind or crosswind 
by swimming a distance of 50 metres and a 
maximum of 75 metres.

9.3.3 It must complete two (2) single blind retrieves in a 
downwind or crosswind; one (1) on land at a min
imum of 50 metres and a maximum of 75 metres, 
and one (1) from water by swimming a minimum 

(50-12-16) 

(49-12-16) 



distance of 30 metres and a maximum distance of 
50 metres.

9.3.4 The dog must be sent only at the judge’s direction 
and all birds must be delivered to hand.

9.3.5 In the event that the dog successfully flushed 3 
birds without being sent on at least 2 retrieves, at 
the discretion of the judge a dead bird(s) may be 
thrown and a shot fired in order to demonstrate the 
dog’s ability to retrieve.

9.4 Master Hunt Test

9.4.1 A master hunting Spaniel must not only show all 
the positive attributes of a senior hunting Spaniel 
but be capable of hunting adjacent to another dog 
(bracework) and honouring its bracemate when 
required to do so (i.e., steadiness to wing and shot 
and during its bracemate’s retrieve).

9.4.2 The dog must show intelligent use of wind, show 
the ability to track, be prepared to handle all types of 
cover and terrain, and be under complete control at 
all times. Interfering with its bracemate and hunting 
out of control are faults worthy of disqualification. 

9.4.3 In the interests of safety, a centreline must be 
indicated, as terrain dictates.

9.4.4 The master hunting Spaniel must find and flush 
three (3) birds with at least two (2) retrieves. All 
shot birds must be retrieved. It must also be able to 
retrieve one (1) bird from water in a downwind or 
crosswind by swimming a distance of 50 metres and 
a maximum distance of 75 metres.

9.4.5 The dog must complete a downwind blind land 
retrieve at a minimum distance of 75 metres and a 
maximum distance of 100 plus a downwind blind 
water retrieve by swimming a minimum distance of 
35 metres and a maximum distance of 50 metres.

9.4.6 In addition the dog must complete a double 
retrieve. It must be seated (hupped) approximately 
10 metres from the water’s edge. A shot is fired 
and the first bird is thrown in cover on land at a 
minimum distance of 50 metres and a maximum 
distance of 75 metres. Another shot is fired and the 
second bird is thrown into the water at a minimum 
distance of 35 metres and a maximum distance of 
50 metres. A minimum of five (5) decoys, anchored 
separately, should be set on the water in proximity 
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of the line to be followed. At the judge’s direction 
the dog is sent. The handler shall decide which 
retrieve is to be com pleted first.

9.4.7 All retrieves must be completed and delivered to hand.

9.4.8 In the event that the dog successfully flushed 3 
birds without being sent on at least 2 retrieves, at 
the discretion of the judge a dead bird(s) may be 
thrown and a shot fired in order to demonstrate the 
dog’s ability to retrieve.

10 QUALIFICATIONS AND TITLES

10.1 Working Spaniel Title (W.S.)

10.1.1 To be recorded by the CKC as a Working Spaniel, 
a dog must have acquired qualifying scores in two 
(2) approved Working Spaniel Tests under at least 
two (2) different pairs of judges.

10.1.2 Upon completion, the dog shall be identified as a 
Working Spaniel in the CKC record book by the 
suffix W.S. A CKC Working Spaniel (W.S.) Certifi
cate will be issued to the owner.

10.2 Junior Hunter Title (J.H.)

10.2.1 In order to be recorded by the CKC as a Junior 
Hunter, a dog must have acquired qualifying scores in 
three (3) approved Junior Hunt Tests under at least 
two (2) different pairs of judges, or, if the dog has 
been recorded by the CKC as a Working Spaniel, the 
dog will be recorded as a Junior Hunter after having 
acquired qualifying scores in two (2) approved Junior 
Hunt Tests under at least 2 different pairs of judges.

10.2.2 Upon completion, the dog shall be identified as a 
Junior Hunter in the CKC record book by the suffix 
J.H. A CKC Junior Hunter (J.H.) Certificate will be 
issued to the owner.

10.3 Senior Hunter Title (S.H.)

10.3.1 To be recorded by the CKC as a Senior Hunter, a 
dog must have acquired qualifying scores in three (3) (53-12-16) 
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approved Senior Hunt Tests under at least two (2) 
different pairs of judges, or, in the case of a dog that 
has been recorded by the CKC as a Junior Hunting 
Spaniel, that dog will be recorded as a Senior Hunter 
after having acquired qualifying scores in three (3) 
approved Senior Hunt Tests under at least two (2) 
different pairs of judges.

10.3.2 Upon completion, the dog shall be identified as a 
Senior Hunter in the CKC record book by the suffix 
S.H. A CKC Senior Hunter (S.H.) Certificate will 
be issued to the owner.

10.4 Master Hunter Title (M.H.)

10.4.1 To be recorded by the CKC as a Master Hunter, 
a dog must have acquired qualifying scores in three 
(3) approved Master Hunt Tests under at least two 
(2) different pairs of judges.

10.4.2 Upon completion, the dog shall be identified as a 
Master Hunting Spaniel in the CKC record book 
by the suffix M.H. A CKC Master Hunter (M.H.) 
Certificate will be issued to the owner.

10.5 Subsequent Titles

10.5.1 A dog that has been recorded as either W.S., 
J.H., S.H., or M.H. may continue to enter in that 
parti cular test level in which it has earned a title, 
however, additional certificates will not be issued.

10.5.2 A dog having earned a title will not be allowed to 
participate in a lesser class (i.e., a dog with a S.H. 
title cannot participate in a Junior Hunt Test).

10.6 Grandfather Clause

10.6.1 Dogs which have earned a Working Certificate 
as per the Field Trial Rules and Regulations 
for Sporting Spaniels prior to these rules being 
approved shall be entitled to participate in other 
levels as having a Working Spaniel title.

29
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11 JUDGING

11.1 Abilities

11.1.1 The dog’s abilities will be assessed in the following 
categories:

 (a) Hunting Ability

  Natural ability, desire, drive, briskness of quest
ing, perseverance and courage in facing cover, 
intelligence.

 (b) Game Finding Ability

  Scenting ability and use of wind, game sense, 
nose, tracking.

 (c) Flushing Ability

  Boldness, drive, steadiness to wing and shot.

 (d) Trained Abilities

  Control, ability and willingness to take verbal, 
hand and whistle commands, pattern, range, 
quietness in handling.

 (e) Retrieving

  Promptness, marking, enthusiasm.

 (f) Delivery

  Position, proximity, to hand and mouth.

 The dog’s hunting abilities will be scored against 
the hunt test criteria outlined in these rules.

11.2 Scoring

11.2.1 Both judges should individually assign a score from 
zero (0) to the maximum points as stated in the 
cate gories listed. Judges should score dogs against 
the standards outlined, bearing in mind the differ
ent styles exhibited by the various flushing Spaniels 
and should not rank them against another dog.

11.3 Qualifying Score

11.3.1 In order to calculate the total score, each individual 
score from the six (6) abilities will be summed. A 
total of 70% will be required to obtain a successful 
qualifying score. Any of the six (6) abilities with a 
score of less than 50% of the total allowed will be 
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grounds for failure. A decision not to award a quali
fy ing score must be determined by both judges.

11.4 Assessing Scores

11.4.1 Examples of assessing scores less than 50% accord
ing to severity include gun shyness, failed retrieve 
(on land or water), hard mouth, out of control, 
viciousness. Passed birds will not be grounds for 
disqualification unless it is obvious the dog is ignor
ing game. High scores might include traits such as 
strong nose, excellent mark, classic delivery.

12 SANCTION TEST

12.1.1 Sanctioned hunt tests shall be governed by such 
regu lations as from time to time shall be determined 
by the Board.

12.1.2 A sanctioned hunt test is an informal event held 
by a club whose approval is given by the CKC 
Zone Dir ec tor. Only purebred dogs may compete 
but points are not awarded. These tests shall be 
governed by the same rules as a regular event; it is 
a training ground for new clubs.

12.1.3 All of these regulations shall govern CKC sanc tioned 
hunt tests except those which state specifi cally that 
they apply to approved hunt tests.

13 PROTESTS

13.1.1 A protest against a dog may be made by an exhibi
tor, entrant, or any member of the CKC, or a 
mem ber of the club or association event in the 
following manner:

 (a) A protest should be lodged with the Field Test 
Committee before the closing of the event and 
must be in writing, on a form provided by the 
CKC (or facsimile thereof).  A hearing shall be 
held prior to the departure of all parties.  No 
protest will be entertained unless accompanied 

(21-03-16) 

(21-03-16) 
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by a deposit.  This deposit shall be returned if 
the protest is sustained.  If the protest is not 
sustained, the deposit will be forwarded to the 
CKC with the Field Test Committee’s report.

 (b) If the protest cannot be filed at the event 
because of circumstances requiring medical 
and/or veterinary attention, or if the dog 
has been removed from the grounds, or if 
the owner and the dog leave the grounds 
immediately following the incident, the 
protest may be submitted directly to the 
CKC within 10 days of the event. All such 
protests shall constitute complaints under the 
CKC’s Bylaws and the provisions of same 
shall apply.

 (c) If the Protest is filed directly to the CKC, 
reasons should be provided as to why the 
Protest could not be filed with the Field Test 
Committee.

13.1.2 Where the Hunt Test Committee consists of more 
than five (5) persons, the president of the testgiving 
club shall name five (5) members of the Hunt Test 
Committee to act on any protest received by the 
testgiving club.

13.1.3 Written copies of all decisions on protests must be 
forwarded immediately to the Discipline Committee 
of the CKC. The Discipline Committee may take 
such action as it deems fit in connection with 
such protest, provided no appeal is submitted to 
the CKC within 10 days of the date on which the 
decision was rendered. Such action may include 
barring the dog from future CKC approved events, 
imposition of an administrative charge, and/or 
cancellation of awards. The fact that the Hunt Test 
Committee did not sustain a protest in no way 
inhibits the right of the Discipline Committee to 
take such action as it deems advisable.

13.1.4 An appeal to the Discipline Committee of the CKC 
from a decision of the Hunt Test Committee where a 
dog has been protested must be forwarded along with 
the required deposit, to the CKC within ten (10) 
days of the date on which the decision was rendered.

13.1.5 If a testgiving club fails to hear a protest as pre
scribed above, or in the opinion of the Discipline 
Committee improperly handles a protest, the Dis
cip line Committee shall have the authority to take 
such action as it deems fit and necessary, and it may 
at the same time take disciplinary action against the 
officials of the testgiving club concerned.

(21-03-16) 

(21-03-16) 



33

14 COMPLAINTS

14.1.1 A complaint against a person respecting a violation 
of the rules and regulations related to hunt tests 
must be in writing, on a form issued by the CKC 
(or facsimile thereof), and must be accompanied by 
a deposit. A deposit is not required on a complaint 
alleging that a judge officiating at a hunt test held 
under these rules and regulations has been subject to 
indignities of any kind during the progress of the test.

14.1.2 A complaint should be lodged with the Hunt Test 
Committee Chair of the testgiving club no later 
than fifteen (15) minutes after the completion of 
judging of the test, or should the complainant choose 
to do so, a complaint may be submitted directly to 
the CKC within ten (10) days of the test. All such 
complaints shall constitute complaints under the 
CKC Bylaws and the provisions of same shall apply.

14.1.3 Any complaint against the club holding the test or 
any of its officials must be submitted directly to the 
CKC within ten (10) days of the test. All such com
plaints shall constitute complaints under the CKC 
Bylaws and the provisions of same shall apply.

14.1.4 A complaint shall be restricted to any of the follow
ing:

 (a) An act of omission or commission on which is 
based an allegation of a violation of the rules 
and regulations for the CKC Spaniel hunt test;

 (b) Any act on which an allegation of misconduct 
is based;

 (c) The alleged failure of an officiating judge to 
excuse or remove from competition a dog for 
which a provision for excusing or removal from 
competition appears in these rules and regula
tions.

14.1.5 Where the Hunt Test Committee consists of more 
than five (5) persons, the president of the testgiving 
club shall name five (5) members to form a Hunt 
Test Committee to act on complaints received by the 
testgiving club.

14.1.6 Upon receipt of a complaint the Hunt Test Com
mittee of the testgiving club shall conduct an 
inves ti gation, and within fourteen (14) days of 
receipt of such complaint, shall conduct a hearing 
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in accor dance with the procedures set out in these 
rules and regulations.

14.1.7 The Hunt Test Committee shall then promptly for
ward the complaint, the deposit and a record of the 
hearing together with its recommendation on the 
disposition of the complaint to the CKC. Copies 
of the record of the hearing and the Committee’s 
recommendation will be forwarded to the parties 
concerned at the same time.

14.1.8 When a complaint is received against a judge by the 
testgiving club, the club will hold a hearing while 
all parties are still in attendance. The report and all 
statements given by all parties will be forwarded to 
the Discipline Committee along with the deposit 
from the complainant. The Hunt Test Committee 
will not render a decision but will collect all perti
nent information.

14.1.9 Notwithstanding any contrary provisions in these 
rules and regulations, the procedure specified 
herein for dealing with complaints shall govern.

14.1.10 Disciplinary action will be taken against any official 
and the testgiving club of which he is an official 
when it is established to the satisfaction of the 
CKC that an attempt was made to discourage the 
submission of a complaint. Disciplinary action will 
be taken against a testgiving club which fails to 
pro perly deal with complaints as provided in these 
rules and regulations.

15 DISCIPLINE

15.1.1 The Discipline Committee may take disciplinary 
action against any club, member, person, partner
ship, company or organization of the CKC for any 
act of omission or commission which violates any 
section or sections of the rules and regulations for 
the CKC Hunt Test for Spaniels. Such action will 
be taken as provided for in the Bylaws of the CKC.

15.1.2 Any person who abuses a dog on the grounds or 
premises of a test, or who otherwise conduct them
selves in a manner considered prejudicial to the best 
interests of the hunt test, are subject to disciplinary 
action by the Discipline Committee.
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15.1.3 Any club, member, person, partnership, company or 
organization availing themselves of the privilege of 
participating in any capacity or manner whatsoever 
at a hunt test shall, by such participation, be 
deemed to have agreed to the authority of the 
CKC and its Board as conferred on the CKC by its 
Bylaws and all other rules and regulations adopted 
by the CKC.

15.1.4 At its discretion and subject to the appeal process, 
the Discipline Committee may cancel any or all 
qualifying scores earned by a dog owned by a person 
debarred, deprived, suspended or expelled of all 
privileges of the CKC when such wins were earned 
following the date on which such act occurred that 
resulted in disciplinary action.

15.1.5 The administration to a dog competing at a hunt test 
of a drug or any substance, in any form, whose action 
alters the nervous system by stimulation, sedation 
or tranquilization shall be considered as misleading 
the judge and will be considered mis conduct. The 
person or persons responsible will be subject to dis
ciplinary action in accordance with this section.

15.1.6 It shall be the duty and obligation of the testgiving 
club to see that a judge is not subject to indignities. 
The Hunt Test Committee Chair shall promptly 
report to the CKC any infringement of this regula
tion, and the CKC shall have the authority to take 
such action as it deems fit on receipt of a report 
indicating that this has occurred. A copy of this 
regulation shall be prominently placed in every pre
mium list and catalogue.

16 PROCEDURE FOR  
 CONDUCTING A HUNT TEST   
 COMMITTEE HEARING

16.1.1 It is essential that the defendant be given the oppor
tunity to be present during the whole hearing and to 
testify and present his own witnesses. If a defendant 
refuses to attend or defend himself, the hearing may 
proceed without him. In notifying the defendant 
of the hearing, it is essential that they be informed 
specifically of the nature of the charges against him 
and that a record of such notice be made.

(89-06-13) 



16.1.2 The complainant must also be informed of the 
hearing and allowed to be present throughout the 
whole hearing.

16.1.3 Both the complainant and defendant should be 
informed that they may be represented by legal 
counsel or an agent at the hearing if they choose but 
this is not necessary.

16.1.4 The Chair is to call the meeting to order and 
then announce: “We are proceeding by reason of 
our appointment to the Hunt Test Committee by 
(name of testgiving club).”

16.1.5 The Chair shall identify all persons present and 
the reason for their presence (i.e. complainant, 
defen dant, witness) and then ask the witnesses to 
withdraw until required to give evidence. After 
giving evidence a witness may be excused.

16.1.6 The complaint is to be read except that if the 
complainant and defendant agree, it may be neces
sary to relate only the substance of the complaint as 
set out on the Official Complaint form.

16.1.7 The Chair is to ask the defendant whether he wishes 
to admit or deny the complaint as it has been read 
or stated.

16.1.8 The complainant is to give evidence on the com
plaint. He may then be questioned by the defendant. 
At the Chair’s invitation, any member of the 
Committee may question the complainant. If the 
complainant has brought witnesses, such witnesses 
may then give evidence individually. Each witness 
may be questioned by the defendant or any member 
of the Committee. Each witness is to leave the 
hearing after evidence has been given.

16.1.9 Upon completion of the evidence given by the com
plainant and any witness appearing on his behalf, 
the defendant may then give evidence and may then 
be questioned by the complainant or any member 
of the Committee. If the defendant has brought 
witnesses, such witnesses may then give evidence 
individually. Each witness may be questioned by the 
complainant or any member of the Committee.

16.1.10 The complainant may then have the opportunity 
of summing up the complaint and the evidence 
presented in support thereof. The defendant shall 
have an opportunity of summing up his defence and 
any evidence presented in support of his defence.
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16.1.11 The Chair shall announce that the Committee will 
be submitting a report on the hearing together with 
its recommendation on the disposition of the com
plaint to the Discipline Committee of the CKC 
and the parties concerned. All but the Committee 
mem bers shall be dismissed so that the matter may 
be considered.

17 PARTICIPATION

17.1.1 The participation in any manner or in any capacity 
at a competitive event held under these rules shall 
be considered a privilege accorded to any person by 
the CKC and such privilege may be extended and 
with drawn by the Discipline Committee.

17.1.2 It shall be deemed that any person participating in 
any manner, including that of spectator at a com
petitive event held under these rules and regulations 
has agreed to the authority of the CKC and its Board.

17.1.3 No person who has been expelled, deprived of 
privi leges, suspended or debarred by the CKC may 
enter a dog, compete, exhibit, judge, act as agent 
or handler for any competitor, take a dog into any 
competition or be connected in any capacity with 
competitive events held under these rules.

17.1.4 A club holding a hunt test under these rules shall 
not engage in any capacity a person who is under 
suspension or expulsion, debarred or deprived of 
privileges by the CKC.

18 LIABILITY (22-03-16)

18.1.1 The CKC shall not be responsible to any member, 
person, partnership, club or corporation for any loss 
or damage arising at or by reason of any event held 
under any rules adopted by the CKC.

18.1.2 Every owner or authorized agent for the owner of 
any dog entered in a CKC event is required to take 
all reasonable steps to ensure that the dog behaves 

(22-03-16) 
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properly at the event, and in particular to prevent 
the dog from threatening, menacing or biting a 
judge, another dog, or any other person in atten
dance at the event. Failure to take such reasonable 
steps may result in disciplinary action against such 
owner or authorized agent under the Bylaws, 
which may result in the imposition of any of the 
penalties provided for in the Bylaws.

19 AMENDMENTS

19.1.1 These Rules are subject to amendment by the Board.

19.1.2 Amendments to these Rules may also be proposed 
by any person, association, club, representative 
group or body by presenting such proposal to the 
Board for their consideration. In such circum
stances, the Board will forward the proposal to the 
Council for their consideration and input, prior to 
the Board making its final decision.

19.1.3 Any amendment to these Rules shall be approved 
by a simple majority vote of the Board.

19.1.4 The effective date of any approved amendment 
shall be set by the Board.

19.1.5 The Board, at their sole discretion, may choose to 
perform a nonbinding poll of the membership to 
attain general input prior to making a final decision 
on any proposed amendment to these Rules;

19.1.6 Upon the Board making its final decision with respect 
to any amendment to these Rules, the mem bership 
shall be advised by placing a notice in the Official 
Section as soon thereafter as is reasonably possible.
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